Building Strong Communities Starts with Early Childhood
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When we think about workforce development, economic growth, and strong communities, we
often focus on schools, job training, and business development. However, one of the most critical
and often overlooked foundations begins much earlier: early childhood education and care.

High-quality early learning programs do more than prepare children for kindergarten. They
support working families, strengthen the local workforce, and contribute to long-term
community stability. When families have access to reliable, high-quality care, they are better
able to maintain employment, pursue education, and fully participate in the local economy.

In communities like DeKalb County, early childhood programs play a vital role in supporting
both children and the businesses that rely on a stable workforce. When childcare is unavailable
or unaffordable, employers often feel the impact through staff absences, turnover, and reduced
productivity. Investing in early childhood is not only an investment in children- it is an
investment in our entire community.

At Children’s Learning Center (CLC), we see this impact every day. For nearly 60 years, CLC
has partnered with families to provide safe, nurturing, and developmentally appropriate
environments where children can grow, learn, and thrive. At the same time, we are supporting
parents who are balancing careers, education, and family life.

Like many early childhood programs across the state and nation, we are navigating ongoing
challenges; including rising operational costs, staffing shortages, and gaps in public funding.
Despite these challenges, the need for high-quality early childhood education continues to grow.

As a community, there are meaningful ways we can support this essential work:

e Recognize early childhood as critical infrastructure

e Support policies that strengthen access and funding

e Partner with local programs through donations, resources, or advocacy
e Understand the connection between childcare and workforce stability

Early childhood education is not just a service, it is a foundation. When we invest in young
children and the programs that support them, we are building stronger families, a stronger
workforce, and a stronger DeKalb County.

As part of this shared effort, Children’s Learning Center will be participating in Give DeKalb
County on May 7. This community-wide day of giving is one opportunity to support local
organizations working to make a lasting impact. We invite you to learn more about the role early
childhood programs play in our community and consider how you might be part of sustaining
this important work.



