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Third-generation owner of Jonamac

Orchard, wearing many hats from

farming and marketing to HR and

event planning

Hires and trains over 120 seasonal

employees each year

Current Chairperson of the Illinois

Speciality Growers Association and

President of DeKalb County

Convention & Visitors Bureau

hile I have not always been a part of the
DeKalb Community, I have proudly
planted roots here both literally and

figuratively over the last 14 years. I met my
husband, Mike, while getting my Biology degree at
Northern Illinois University, and we decided to
move back to DeKalb to join my family business
and start a family of our own! I’m a proud mom to
my fiercely independent daughter, Amy, and
charming jokester of a son, Cal.

Each season I interview, hire, and train over 120
new staff members. I love the opportunity to give
staff members their first job experience and
provide them a foundation in excellent customer
service, safe food handling, interview skills and
problem solving. I try to lead with a smile, and
encourage our values of inclusivity, integrity, 
and hard work!

In 2023, I was elected the Chairperson of the
Illinois Specialty Growers Association,
representing all fruit, vegetable, and herb growers
in Illinois. It was extremely validating to be
chosen for this role, being a younger woman in a
male-dominated field has presented many
challenges, but I am proud to lead the new
generation breaking the stereotypes of what being
a farmer means today.

Locally, I am active in the Gather Women’s Group,
support local non-profits, schools, and
organizations by hosting community events on our
farm, and am a proud cheerleader of DeKalb
County, serving as President of the Convention
and Visitors Bureau.
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