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Jessi Haish LaRue

Jessi Haish LaRue is the Executive Director of the J.F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center in DeKalb, where she is
proving that history can be innovative, community-powered, and anything but dusty.

Leading the organization since 2022, Jessi brings a creative, forward-looking approach to the birthplace of “The Winner”
barbed wire and home to two National Register of Historic Places buildings. An eighth-generation DeKalb County resident
and descendant of barbed wire pioneer Jacob Haish, her connection to local history is deeply personal and her vision
is focused on the future.

With a journalism background from Kishwaukee College and Northern lllinois University, Jessi combines storytelling,
relationship-building, and strategic vision to lead a lean, volunteer-powered nonprofit funded entirely by donations. Under
her leadership, the Homestead has expanded programming, fundraising, partnerships, and community engagement. In
2024, she launched Barbed Wire Weekend to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Joseph F. Glidden’s barbed wire
patent. In 2026, the Homestead was nominated for the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce Nonprofit of the Year, and Joseph
F. Glidden was inducted into the lllinois Manufacturing Hall of Fame. The Glidden barn is currently undergoing
a major historic restoration project.

Jessi also serves as Marketing and Events Specialist for the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation and
chairs Elevate, DeKalb County’s young professionals program. Across her roles, she is passionate about building
connections, creating opportunities, and helping DeKalb County celebrate its past while shaping its future.
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