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Malia Jones is a community advocate, Breakthrough Community Business Academy graduate, family
engagement professional, and founder of The Breakroom and Friends, a community-centered platform that
connects families, youth, organizations, businesses, and resources. Malia has spent more than 20 years living,

working, and investing in the DeKalb community.

Through her professional and community work, Malia is committed to creating opportunities that strengthen
families, empower young people, and build stronger neighborhoods. In her role with Birth to Five Illinois Region

16, she works alongside families, community partners, and organizations to advocate for Early Childhood
Education and Care needs and strengthen connections to resources throughout DeKalb County.

Through The Breakroom and Friends, Malia has become a connector across DeKalb’s community landscape,
bringing together families, youth, organizations, businesses, creators, and local partners to create

opportunities where gaps exist. She has developed initiatives including Fun Jam in the Park, Court Kings
Basketball Tournament, Hello Summer Block Party, Back to School Hygiene Distribution, and Winter Needs

Distribution. Her work combines community connection with access to resources and demonstrates a
leadership style focused on turning ideas into collaborative experiences and lasting relationships.

For Malia, leadership means leading by demonstration. Having grown up in DeKalb, she believes it is important
to pour back into the youth and neighborhoods that helped shape her. Now raising her own child in the

community, she intentionally paves pathways of opportunity, connection, and success for the next generation.
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